[The vaginal cesarean, a necessary review].
Having carried out four cases of vaginal caesarean section the authors describe the technique they used. The advantages of the operation are: it is simple and can be carried out quickly, future obstetric behaviour is not compromised. It is important to avoid two complications of the operation: haemorrhage and injury to the bladder. These are reduced if the vertical incision in the cervix is made in the midline and long enough. The ideal indications for the operation are absence of cervical dilatation, or the occurrence of severe maternal haemorrhage during the operation to terminate a pregnancy, or while the uterine contents are being expelled towards the end of the second trimester. It is disputable whether there is a place for vaginal caesarean operation when the fetus is alive, in view of the recent studies on fetal prognosis.